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As noted on page 1 of this application, this application is a continugion-in-part 
of an application which resulted in U.S. Patent No. 6,249,073 (i.e., '073 patent), a copy of 
which is enclosed herewith for the Examiner's reference. Claim 1 of the '073 patent reads as 
follows: 

1. A micromechanical resonator device having an operating frequency, a 
resonator formed on a substrate and a support structure anchored to the substrate to support 
the resonator above the substrate characterized in that: 

the support structure is attached at at least one nodal point of the resonator and 
the support structure and the resonator are both dimensioned so that the resonator is isolated 
during resonator vibration wherein energy losses to the substrate are substantially eliminated 
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and wherein the resonator device is a high-Q resonator device. 



In like fashion, the independent claims of the present application require that 
both the support structure and the resonator be dimensioned so that the resonator is isolated 
from the support structure during resonator vibration wherein energy losses to the substrate 
are substantially eliminated and wherein the apparatus is a high-Q apparatus. 

In other words, the present application builds on the '073 patent in that the 
present application is a method and apparatus for filtering signals utilizing a vibrating 
micromechanical resonator of the type described and claimed in the '073 patent. 

Also, in the '073 patent the Nguyen, et al. article entitled "Design And 
Performance of CMOS Micromechanical Resonator Oscillators" and the Lin, et al. patent 
5,537,083 were cited, yet the '073 patent was allowed thereover. 

Consequently, Applicant's Attorney is at a loss to understand how the claims 
of the '073 patent are patentable yet the independent claims of the present application are not 
patentable in view of the same art. The prior art, taken either alone or in combination with 
one another, simply fail to teach, disclose or discuss a resonator and a support structure both 
dimensioned so that the resonator is isolated from the support structure during resonator 
vibration. In this way, energy losses to the substrate are substantially eliminated and the 
apparatus is a high-Q apparatus. 

Applicant's Attorney understands that the claims are broad. However, the 
inventor is entitled to such broad protection especially in view of the prior art cited both here 
and in the '073 patent. 

In view of the above, Applicant's Attorney requests either a telephonic or an in 
person interview, and the Examiner is requested to call the undersigned to set up such 
interview. However, the Examiner may view the above comments as being persuasive and 
allow the case to issue. 
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Consequently, in view of the above and in the absence of better art, Applicant's 



Attorney respectfully submits the application is in condition for allowance which allowance is 
respectfully requested. 
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